



PUPILS AND STUDENTS IN THE COMMUNITY REGIONS 1990/91 
Participation in compulsory education does not vary significantly among the Community regions. By contrast, considerable 
regional variations occur in both pie­school and post­compulsory education. A relatively large proportion of students in higher 
education study in capital/major cities. This tendency applies, in particular, to non­national students from countries outside the 
EC. Non­national students from countries within the Community are more concentrated in regions adjacent to national borders. 
There were around 76 million pupils and students in the Com­
munity in 1990/91. Of these, 67 million were in pre­primary, 
primary, and secondary education (Table 1). The remaining 
9 million were in some form of higher education (Table 2). 
Member States have contrasting starting ages and participa­
tion rates in pre­primary education. 
Cross­country comparisons of the number of pupils in pre­pri­
mary education show significant differences because of varying 
participation rates and starting ages. While two year olds can 
attend schools in Belgium, France and Spain, children in Den­
mark do not begin before the age of six. Pre­primary education 
accounts for 6% of the total number of pupils in Denmark 
compared with 21% in France. Certain regions also differ con­
siderably. In Germany, the percentage of pupils in pre­primary 
varies from 13% in Bremen to 24% in three of the new Lander, 
and in the United Kingdom from 5% in the South West to 12% 
in Wales. 
In contrast with compulsory education, participation rates 
in post­compulsory education vary significantly among the 
regions. 
Primary and lower secondary education covers, for most Member 
States, the years of compulsory schooling. As a result, there is 
little variation among the regions. 
In all southern countries, enrolment in general upper secondary 
education is significantly higher in regions with capital cities, e.g. 
it accounts for 23% of the total number cf pupils in Madrid 
(compared with 18% in Spain), Lisboa and Vale do Tejo 19% 
(15% in Portugal). Attiki 17% (15% in Greece), and Lazio 
(Rome) 10% (8% in Italy). In addition, there is a marked dif­
ference between the new Lander (1 %) and the former Lander of 
the Federal Republic of Germany (5%). It should be noted that 
prior to reunification a different type of school system existed in 
the new Lander. Data will become more comparable as the 
restructuiing of the system in the new Lander comes into effect. 
The number of students in higher education differs consid­
erably from one region to another. Higher education institu­
tions are mostly located in capital/major cities. 
There are significant variations in the number of students in 
higher education in the Member States. 7% of all pupils and 
students in Portugal are in higher education compared with 14% 
in Denmark (Table 2). Regional differences result, to a very large 
extent, from the geographical distribution of higher education 
institutions, their relative sizes and the variety of courses they 
offer. This is particularly apparent in regions with capital/major 
cities, e.g. 22% in Brussels, Berlin, and Madrid, 21% in Ham­
burg, and 19% in Lazio. 
In around half the regions, females account for more than 
50% of students in higher education. 
In compulsory education (in most cases, primary and lower 
secondary education), the percentage of girls in all Member 
States varies from 48 to 50. This reflects the unequal sex ratio at 
birth. In higher education, there are marked differences in the 
percentage of females. In France, Denmark and the southern 
countries, females account for 50% or more. This applies also to 
the new Länder. For the Community as a whole, the percentage 
of females increased appreciably during the eighties. In 1990/91, 
48% of students were female compared with 43% in 1980/81. 
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5% of students in higher education are non-nationals. 
There were around 440,000 non-nationals studying in higher edu-
cation in the Community in 1990/91. This represents 5% of the 
total student population. 
(West) 10% (6% in the former Länder of the Federal Republic of 
Germany). 
Around a quarter of the non-national students come from another 
EC country (in Belgium and Ireland almost one in two). Students 
from other EC countries do not have the same preference for capital 
cities, but are more frequently found in regions adjacent to national 
borders. 
In all Member States, non-nationals tend to study in regions with 
capital cities. In Brussels, 18% of students are non-nationals (com-
pared with 10% in Belgium), in Be de France 14% (9% in France), 
South East 10% (7% in the United Kingdom) and Berlin 
Among non-national students, only 38% are female (49% of na-
tional students are female). For non-national students from coun-
tries within the EC, the percentage of females is 47%, close to the 
overall percentage in higher education. 
Explanatory notes 
The statistics in this report refer to full-time and part-time education in the ordinary school and university system as defined in the International 
Standard Classification of Education (IS CED). The various types of national education have been broken down according to the levels defined in 
ISCED. Briefly the ISCED levels are: 
- Pre-primary education (ISCED 0). Education prior to the beginning of compulsory schooling. 
- Primary education (ISCED 1). Elementary education, compulsory in all cases and lasting five years as a rule. 
- Lower secondary education (ISCED 2). Lasts three years in the majority of cases and is also compulsory. 
- Upper secondary education (ISCED 3). Begins around the age of 14 or 15, lasts normally for three years and either leads to the standard required 
for admission to higher education or, in the case of vocational education and training, is often final. 
- Higher education (ISCED 5, 6, 7). Comprises universities and all other types of higher education. 
The regional breakdown is based on NUTS, Eurostat's nomenclature of statistical territorial units. Information on the NUTS can be obtained in 
"Regions, Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics (NUTS)" (March 1992). 
Differences between countries at the various levels of education can partly be explained by the contrasting structures of the national education and 
training systems. In addition, the differences reflect, to some extent, how Member States allocate their national data to ISCED. When regions within 
a country are considered, this problem should in principle disappear. The régionalisation is based on where pupils study as opposed to where they 
live. 
Table 1 Pupils by n >n and level of education 1990/91 
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Table 1 continued 
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Table 1 continued 
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: Data not available 
Where figures have been rounded, there may be discrepancies between the sum of the regions and the totals as shown. 
(1) Including pupils in special education, both within and outside regular schools, who are allocated to the various levels of education. 
(2) Excluding Luxembourg and overseas departments. 
(3) The NUTS II regions Antwerpen, Limburg, Oost-Vlaanderen and West-Vlaanderen form part of VLAAMS GEWEST ; Hainaut, Liège, Luxembourg 
and Namur form part of REGION WALLONNE; while, all three NUTS I regions contain a part of Brabant. 
(4) Pre-primary data for the territory of the former German Democratic Republic and all data for Greece are provisional. 
Table 2 Students in higher education by region and nationality 1990/91 
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Table 2 continued 
National and non-national students 
Total * ( D Females 
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Non-national students (2) (3) 
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: Data not available 
(1 ) Students in higher education as a percentage of the total number of pupils and students (from pre-primary to higher education). 
(2) In Ireland and the United Kingdom, non-national students are permanent residents of another country while, for the other Member States, 
non-nationals are those holding passports from another country. 
(3) In certain Member States, data on non-nationals do not cover all areas of higher education : Germany and Italy exclude non-university students, 
and Ireland excludes part-time students. 
(4) Excluding Luxembourg (approximately 1000 students) and overseas departments. 
(5) Data are provisional. 
(6) In the Netherlands, data on distance-learning can not be broken down by region or nationality and are therefore included only in the total. This 
applies also to distance learning and nursing in the United Kingdom. 
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